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Firmly Planted and Steadily Growing
&

THE CHRISTOPHER A. MCGLOWN SR. CASE
February - June. 2007

In February 2007 Det. Brian Spoen of the Westerville Police Department began investigating an
Identity Fraud complaint at a local bank. The case involved a male black suspect whe, posing as a
different person of Toledo Ohio, tried to open and aceess a fraudulent bank account in the vietim’s name
using a fake Ohio driver’s license with the suspect’s picture. Amy Myers, BMV Investigator from
Toledo, became aware of Det. Spoon’s investigation and asked to see the license, believing the suspect
was very likely Christopher A. MeGlown Sr., a man she was currently investigating for suspicion of a
number of improper title transfers, identity fraud violations. forgeries, and tampering with odometers.

Moyers positively identificd the suspect as McGlown and put Det. Spoon in touch with Sgt. Paul
Hickey of the Toledo Police Department and Jennifer Thompson of the United States Secret Service,
Toledo Office. Hickey was investigating MceGlown for a series of auto thefts and Thompson had both
cuirent and prior investigations and arrests on MeGlown for bank fraud, forgery. and related crimes.
They provided Det. Spoon with information that McGlown was very likely hiding in the Columbus area,
based largely on a number of false vehicle titles and registrations linked toe MeGlown under at least four
other aliases.

Det. Spoon and his fellow detectives began actively seeking MeGlown for arrest, and soon
located a car registered to one of his aliases parked in an apartment complex. What ensued was a 96-hour
constant surveillance mission involving more than a dozen WPD officers and members of the Columbus
Police Department. The officers could not locate MeGlown though known associates were seen driving
his car. Eventually, detectives applied for and received a court order for live GPS tracking information on
one of McGlown’s known cell phones. The coordinates isolated MeGlown’s location to a Columbus
neighborhooed populated by many motels. Detectives began driving through parking lets and soon found
another of McGlown's alias vehicles parked at a motel, backed into a space.

Deteetives were able to verify that McGlown was staying at the hotel, registered under another
fake name and checleed in using another fake Ohio [D. After several hours he emerged from a room and
was taken into custody. During his interview. he admitted to producing at least four counterfeit Ohio IDs
and was tied to the illegal registration, titling, and sale of nearly 10 vehicles using other peoples”
identities. and was linked to numerous staged traffic accidents and false insurance claims, all using other
people’s real names. MeGlown admitted to employing active counter-surveillance measures during his
time on the run, and accurately recounted detectives” actions. make and color of unmarked cars, and
tactics he used to avoid apprehension. He was accidentally released carly from jail and fled once more,
only to be captured many weeks later by Paul Hickey. who had never stopped looking for him.

The steady and ceascless efforts of all investigators eventually led to McGlown’s conviction in
both federal and state court for his conduct. resulting in a multi-vear prison sentence. At least three
separate prosecutions remain pending against him. MeGlown proved to be an ineredibly sly, streetwise
criminal whe stayed several steps ahead of investigators until finally confronted with the unwavering
cooperation and 24-hour efforts of the investigators and agencies involved, all of whom proved
themselves to be outstanding officers and crediis to their organizations.

20 South State Street — Westerville. OH 43081-2108 — 614-00 1-6450 — Fax 614-901-6453
‘Being thgre When Needed"
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